DeMotte Christian School

Pre-school Curriculum Overview

	Bible
	Bible stories are told daily using two primary sources:  Walking With God and His People (Christian Schools International, 2010) and God Loves Me, a series of children books from CRC Publications.

	Math
	Children are exposed to mathematics every day.  During Circle Time the children learn the days of the week and months of the year.  Counting, identifying numbers, graphing, seriation, recognizing sets of more/less are also incorporated into circle time.  Centers are used to help reinforce on-to-one correspondence and shapes.  Manipulative materials are used to help children internalize concepts of sorting, counting, and making patterns.

	Language Arts
	Every three weeks the children are introduced to various themes from the SRA Imagine It Language Arts Curriculum Series.  The SRA themes are designed to build phonological and phonemic Awareness, comprehension, vocabulary, and alphabetic principal.  The themes include: I’m Special, Families Everywhere, All Kinds Of Friends, Sunshine and snowflakes, Senses, Animal Fun, Transportation, Little by Little, and At the farm.      Reading and writing are presented in integrated and meaningful activities that center upon themes, and the skills are reinforced in different centers/workshops around the room.  Throughout the year, children develop a rich background in letter and sound recognition through multi-sensory experiences.  Different ability levels are nurtured through small group or individual instruction.  They learn to express their own thoughts and ideas, that words and letters have meaning, to use their imagination, to develop memory and sequencing skills, to interpret pictures and ideas for speech development and to begin development of comprehension skills.  Daily exposure to good children's literature will help ensure a love of reading.  They have daily opportunities to take home library book bags.

	Social Studies
	Children are exposed to social studies through age appropriate themes.  Children develop an interest in and learn responsibility for nature while studying not only about their community environment, but also their world.  The children go on several field trips, which help to reinforce the theme of study.  Units include:  I’m Special, Families Everywhere, All Kinds Of Friends Me/My Family, Native Americans, Community Helpers, Post Office, Restaurants, Animal Fun, Transportation, Little by Little, and At the farm.      

	Science
	In preschool, children observe changes, to use concepts of texture and weight, to categorize.  They begin to enjoy nature, to develop a responsibility for God's world, to classify, to understand through age appropriate experiences.  Children will learn to classify and note different characteristics of the world around them.  They are encouraged to make observations and learn various scientific theories.  This investigation fosters positive self-image, self-awareness, and socialization skills.  Units include:  Air, Seasons, Weather, Animals, Seeds, Magnets, Cooking, The Ocean, Teeth, Sunshine and snowflakes, Senses, Animal Fun, Little by Little, and At the farm.      

	Art
	Every day children have many opportunities to develop creativity, eye/hand coordination, to explore designs, to express ideas, to learn color concepts, to develop the use of various types of media, and develop fine motor skills.

	Music
	Every day the children are exposed to many musical activities. Activities include daily singing and finger plays, movement to music, and rhythm instruments.

	Physical Education
	Daily the children have the opportunity to partake in structured large motor activities.  They are also developing self-confidence to obtain new skills using their bodies, concepts of location - direction, builds strength, coordination, and release energy.


