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From the Principal's Desk:

Last Sunday, coming out of church I began talking with a mom and her daughter about the start of school.  The daughter shared that she was a little scared about starting the new school year.  There were going to be a number of changes for her and she wasn’t sure how it was going to turn out.  I shared with her that there were also a lot of teachers and at least one administrator that was also a little nervous about another school year starting.  I let her know that what she was feeling was pretty common and natural.

Yes, I admit I get the jitters at the beginning of every school year, but I’m also very excited as well.  This year is no different.  Mr. Beedle, our school custodian, has worked very hard to get the school ready for the upcoming year.  Over the summer, the carpets were cleaned, the floors waxed, and new paint, carpet and tile added.  New desks placed in a couple of rooms.  The computer lab and the junior high science room had major overhauls.  The school is ready for students!

Teachers have been getting ready at school for a while as well.  We welcome Mrs. Tammy Devries to our teaching staff this year.  She will be teaching first grade with Mrs. Joni Zylstra and Mrs. Sandi Post.  Bulletin boards are up.  New science and math curriculums have been purchased.  Students’ names are on desks, by hooks and on cubbies.  Papers are  run off and ready to be used by students.

We also welcome Mrs. Cami Kipta and Mrs. Jean Post to our staff this year.  They will be manning our extended care program.  Starting as early as 6:30 AM and going as late as 6:00 PM, they will be watching and helping students.  We also greet Mrs. Shirlee Scholten, our new school nurse as well.

So we are ready!  Talking with a number of parents and students last night at the junior high open house, it sounds like students and parents are ready, too.  Please continue to keep our students, their families, and the DMC staff and school board in your prayers this coming school year.  God is ready to do great things again this year at DeMotte Christian School!






Mr. Jim Rozendal

Dates to Remember

August 17:
DMC Apparel Orders Due

August 18:
QSP Magazine Sale Begins

August 18:
DMC Auxiliary Meeting – 7:30pm

August 19:
QSP MagNet Booklets Due

August 22:
SCRIP Due by 8:00am

August 24:
M/W Preschool First Day of School

August 25:
T/Th Preschool First Day of School

August 25:
QSP Magazein Sale First Turn In Date

August 29:
SCRIP Due by 8:00am

August 30:
“Back To School Night” (PS-Gr.5) 6:30-8pm

August 31:
Market Day Orders Due to DMC

Sept. 1:

QSP Magazine Final Turn In Date

Sept. 3:

Market Day Internet Orders Due

Sept. 5:

NO SCHOOL – Labor Day
Sept. 6:

SCRIP Due by 8:00am
Sept. 6:

School Board Meeting – 7:30pm

Sept. 7:

Market Day Pick Up from 6:00-7:00pm

Sept. 8:

Preschool Pot Luck Dinner 6:00-7:30pm

Sept. 12:
SCRIP Due by 8:00am
Sept. 16:

School Photos

Sept. 19:
SCRIP Due by 8:00am
Sept. 21:

“See You At The Pole” – TBA

Sept. 26:
SCRIP Due by 8:00am

October 3:
SCRIP Due by 8:00am
October 7:
Harvest Sale (
October 10:
SCRIP Due by 8:00am
October 18:
5th Grade to the Symphony

Title I Funding

There is great urgency in the return of the forms for DMC to receive Title I Funding.  These forms were available at registration and are attached to today’s home bulletin.  Please return the confidential form if you meet the requirements.                                         THANK YOU!  (
Happy Birthday!  SMILE, GOD LOVES YOU!!
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August 17:

Gwen Walstra 

August 19:

Carter Hill






Adeline Vander Meer

August 21:

Trevor Misch

Don’t forget to pick up your birthday ribbon in the office!

Summer Reading

All summer reading lists should be turned in to your child’s teacher by tomorrow.  Be sure that you tally the number of pages read and post on the last page.  Parents must sign the lists before they are turned in.

– DMC Staff for 2011-2012 –

Administrator:



Mr. James Rozendal

Pre-School:




Mrs. Judy Friend

Pre-School Aide:


Mrs. Ruth Porte

Kindergarten:



Mrs. Kristi Walstra

Grade 1P:




Mrs. Sandi Post

Grade 1DZ:

Mrs. Tammy DeVries/Mrs. Joni Zylstra

Grade 2:





Mrs. Marilyn McCune

Grade 3:





Mrs. Barb Schurman

Grade 4:





Mrs. Esther Stoel

Grade 5:





Mrs. Velma Ouwenga

Grade 6:





Mr. Russ Vander Molen

Grade 7:





Mr. Dan Broersma

Grade 8:





Mr. Devon Brinks

Junior High Lit/Comp:

Mrs. Jayne Boer

Music & Jr. High Art:

Mrs. Madra Funderburg

PE / Jr. High Math


Mrs. Sherry Schurman

Small Groups:



Mrs. Phyllis Huisman

Title I/Reading Support:
Mrs. Donna DeKryger

Library/Omnibus:


Mrs. Barb Swanson

Computer Technician:

Mr. Jack Schurman

Secretary:




Mrs. Cindy Tillema

Finance Manager:


Mrs. Shelley Dexter

Custodian:




Mr. Dusty Beedle

Night Custodian:


Mr. Michael Lilley

Cook:






Mrs. Sherri Tazelaar


Extended Care Director:
Mrs. Camie Kipta

Extended Care Asst.:

Mrs. Jean Post

Spanish Teacher (K/1):
Mrs. Sharon Nanninga

Absent Children

If your child will be absent for the day, please call the office by 8:00 a.m.  If you do not call, we will call home to make sure your child is safe at home.  When coming to school late or picking up your child early, please be sure to sign your child in or out in the office.  Also, a parent note to the teacher is required upon returning to school after absenteeism.

School Time

Students are not encouraged to be at school until 7:30 a.m.  Should they come earlier, they must go to the back of school and be unsupervised until that time.  Should you be a home with both parents working and need an early place for your child, we ask that you contact a friend or neighbor for your child rather than drop your child off early.  Coming earlier than 7:25 a.m. creates problems in supervision and school liability.  This is a policy enforced in almost all schools, public and non-public. 

Lunch Prices
Hot lunch prices:

Weekly:


Grade 1-8 = $7.50

1st Quarter:

Grade 1-8 = $61.50

1st Semester:
Grade 1-8 = $126.00

Milk price:
$ 18.50   for one milk, Grades 1-8

Hot Lunch Committee

All families will be scheduled to help serve hot lunch approximately twice a year.  If you have a preference of what day you would like to work when your turn comes up to serve hot lunch, please call Denise Orsburn at 987-2132.  If you would like to be called to work when a paid replacement is needed, please call Darlene Propst at 866-5664.  If you are unable to work your scheduled day and cannot arrange someone else to work for you, please call Darlene Propst at 866-5664 and she will arrange a paid replacement to work for you for a fee of $20.  Thanks!

Home Bulletin Announcements

If your committee would like to submit an announcement for the home bulletin, please submit the article by noon the Friday before you would like it to appear. 

Lunch Helper Reminders:

If you are not able to serve on the day you are scheduled, please trade with another parent or call Darlene Propst at 866-5664.  Thank you!


T, August 16:

Sharon Bierma


W, August 17:

Kristi Bonicontro


Th, August 18:

Lindsey Bos


F, August 19:

Jayne Bowers


M, August 22:

Christine Breuker


T, August 23:

Shelly Broyles


W, August 24:

Nancy Cowsert


Th, August 25:

Wendy Buiter


F, August 26:

Kim Carpenter

Student Athlete Physical

If your 5th - 8th grade child will be involved in athletics (including intramurals in 5th grade), the office will need a completed physical form on file.  The student will not be allowed to practice without a physical form on file.

Office Hours

The main office will be open on school days and Teacher In-Service days from 7:15am - 3:00pm.  The Finance Manager, Mrs. Dexter, is in the office all day on Mondays and Wednesdays, and on Friday mornings.

DMC Directory

The 2011-12 Directory is a work in progress…  Be looking for it within the next two weeks. Included in the Directory is the annual school calendar, School Board appointed committees, DMCA Committees, Faculty and Staff, DMC enrollment summary, supporting church information, class lists, school map, and a listing of directions to sporting events.  These are not to be used for personal sales.

Extra-Curricular Activities

Tuesday, September 6:


S (a) / VB vs. Tinley Park – 4:15pm

Thursday, September 8:


S (a/b) / VB at Oak Lawn – 4:15pm

Friday, September 9:


VB vs. Roseland Christian – 4:15pm

Monday, September 12:


S (a/b) / VB at Highland Christian – 4:15pm

Tuesday, September 13:


7/8 VB vs. Calumet Christian @ CCHS – 3:30/4:30pm

Thursday, September 15:


S (a) / VB at Calvin Christian School – 4:15pm

Tuesday, September 20:


S (a) / VB vs. Lansing Christian – 4:15pm

Thursday, September 22:


S (a/b) / VB vs. Crown Point Christian – 4:15pm

Tuesday, September 27:


7/8 VB at Hebron – 4:30pm


S (a) at Protestant Reformed – 4:15pm

Thursday, September 29:


S (a/b) / VB at Tinley Park – 4:00pm 

Monday, October 3:


7/8 VB @ KVMS – 4:00pm

Tuesday, October 4:


S (a/b)/VB vs. Oak Lawn@ CCHS– 4:00pm

Thursday, October 6:


S (a) / VB vs. Calvin – 4:15pm

Monday, October 10:


S (a/b) / VB @ Crown Point – 4:00pm

Tuesday, October 11:


S (a/b) / VB vs. Highland @ CCHS – 4:00pm

Monday, October 17:


S (a) VB @ Lansing Christian – 4:15pm

Thursday, October 20:


Soccer Tournament:  Round One – TBA

Friday, October 21:


8th VB Tournament at Illiana – TBD

Saturday, October 22:


7th VB Tournament @ Illiana – TBD


Soccer – 2nd Round Tournament – TBD

Go, Eagles!!

HEA 1003 Sustained

Yesterday, Marion County Superior Court Judge Michael Keele denied a preliminary injunction, brought by the state teachers’ union, that would have prevented families from using the HEA 1003 vouchers this fall.  In the ruling, the court concluded that the plaintiffs were unlikely to succeed on the merits of their claims of constitutional violations.  The Indiana voucher program allows low- and middle-income families to use taxpayer funds to send their children to the private school of their choice.  The court’s decision allows more parents the opportunity to choose the school that best meets their child’s needs.  The plaintiffs will most likely appeal the case to the Indiana Supreme Court.

Board Minutes of 08/01/2011

I. Randy Peterson opened with devotions and prayer.

II. All Board members present.

III. Finance:  Reviewed Fund Balance Sheets.

IV. Foundation Fund Balance:  $1,677,316.50 as of May 31, 2011.

1.  Transfer of $75,917.26 to the General Fund was made.

V. Education:  Reviewed and discussed the families applying for admission to DMC.

VI. Transportation:  Both busses passed state inspection.

VII. Building and Grounds:

1. Summer projects are getting finished up.

2. Reviewed upcoming projects that funds will be needed for.

VIII. Public Relations:

1. Discussed new promotional ideas.

2. Pastors Breakfast will be held on Oct. 14.

IX. Administrator’s Report:

1. Reviewed enrollment for upcoming school year.

2. The SGO Tax Credict Scholarship Program and Voucher Program are being utilized this school year.

3. The DMC Extended Care Program Director is Camie Kipta.

X. Next Meeting:  September 6, 2011

XI. Melissa Schaafsma closed in prayer.

SEPTEMBER Market Day 
FREE Jumbo Tote and Pie with $90 online purchase!  Promo code:  SEPBONUS.  Pick up is Wednesday, September 7, from 6:00-7:00pm.   Order sheets are due to school by Wednesday, August 31.  Easiest way to order is online at www.marketday.com and due by 11:00pm on Saturday, September 3.  Check out the web CLEARANCE – only at www.marketday.com! 

Questions?  Call Angie Hamstra at 987-2452.

SCRIP Update

· Upcoming SCRIP dates:

August 22, 29

September 6, 12, 19, 26

“Back To School Night” (PS–5th Grade)

A "Back To School Night" night is planned for Tuesday, August 30, from 6:30-8:00pm for families with children in Preschool through 5th Grade.  This is a time for your child(ren) to show you their classrooms and introduce you to their teachers.  Our intent is for the family to visit teachers together and to not use this as a conference time or a time for children to be playing with their friends.

DMC Auxiliary Minutes from 07/21/2011

I. Member Present:  Dawn Hoffman, Darla McKim, Andy Terborg, Shelly Broyles, Joni Zylstra, Mark Orsburn, Dana Vander Molen.

II. Andy Terborg opened meeting with devotions and prayers.

III. Minutes from May 21, 2011, were read for information.  Minutes approved.

IV. Tresurer’s Rerpot:  Current balance is $21,416.19.  Reports approved.

V. Teacher Concern Cards:  None to report.

VI. Updates from committees are as follows:

a. Teacher Service – 

1. Room Parents Sign-ups will be out at the Auxiliary Registration Table.

2. Back to School Night is Tuesday, August 30, from 6:30-8:00pm

b. Fundraising – 

1. Harvest Sale is October 7.  Sign-up sheets will be out at registration night.

2. Market Day chair looking into advantages of Market Day fundraiser compared to Schwaan fundraiser.
3. Chicken and Noodle Dinner tentative date Thursday, November 3.

4. Chairs and co-chairs needed for:  Harvest Sale Food (chair and co-chair), Harvest Sale Game (co-chair), Candle Sale (chair and co-chair), Spring Dinner (chair and co-chair), Spring Fun-A-Thon (chair and co-chair).

c. Purchases and Research

1. First Aid Training Course – Motion made, supported and carried to approve the CPR and 1st Aid Update Training for DMC faculty on August 15.

2. Lower elementary teachers – Motion made, supported, and carried to approve the purchase of a camera and camera card for lower elementary use for up to $150.

VII. Old/New Business

1. Committee members will be present at Registration Nigh on August 1 and 8 to help parents with any questions about signing up for 2011-2012 committees and Harvest Sale slots.

VIII. Concept minutes were read.  
IX. Next meeting will be August 18, 2011, at 7:30pm.  Darla McKim will have devotions.

Welcome Back!

May the Lord bless DMC

as we begin our 64th  year!
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Home Bulletin – August 16, 2011














"But those that hope in the LORD will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles;


they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”  Isaiah 40:31
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