DeMotte Christian School

Eighth Grade Curriculum Overview

	Bible
	A Light to the Gentiles (Christian Schools International, 1989)

NIV Bible

An overview of the New Testament – Ministry of Christ, Paul's missionary journeys, and the start of the early church.



	Math
	Algebra I (Holt McDougal, 2011)

Major concepts of Algebra will be covered:  use of variables; properties of Algebra; writing, solving and graphing linear equalities and inequalities; systems of linear equations; functions, polynomials, simple quadratics and radicals.

Math Course III (Holt McDougal, 2011)

Number sense; patterns, algebraic thinking with variables; decimals; functions; data and statistics; coordinate graphing; solving equations and inequalities and functions; measurement and area; surface area and valume.



	English
	English 8 (Houghton Mifflin, 2001)

Emphasis on grammar, parts of speech, sentence structure, and identification of sentence components.

Daily Oral Language (McDougal, Little)

Emphasis on grammar, parts of speech, and sentence structure.



	Literature
	Imagine It!  (SRA/McGraw-Hill, 2008)

Stress on vocabulary, comprehension, word structure, decoding skills, clarifying, etc.

Novels:  Across Five Aprils by Irene Hunt, Johnny Tremain by Esther Forbes

	Composition
	Emphasis on process writing, including prewriting, writing, editing, rewriting, and publishing.  Included are description, narration, dialogue, exposition, short story, play, poetry, research, and persuasion.  Extensive use is made of computers and electronic media.



	Spelling
	Vocabulary Workshop, Level C & D (Sadlier-Oxford, 2005)

Weekly tests are given to test students on their spelling of the words and their knowledge of the definitions.



	Social Studies
	The American Nation, Nation Survey Edition (Prentice Hall, 2003) 

Areas of study:  American Revolution through the Cold War

Junior Scholastic Magazine: A study of current events.

Daily Geography (Great Source, 2003)



	Science
	Interactive Science (Pearson, 2011)

Studies physical science concepts focusing on chemistry and physics ideas.  These include chemical building blocks / interactions, motion / forces, electricity / magnetism, and sound / light.



	Computer
	Review of keyboarding, use of hypermedia, spreadsheets, further development of word processing tools including drawing tools, text boxes, tables, and desktop publishing, academic skill development, online and software research in various disciplines.  Computers are viewed as tools to be used in all aspects of the curriculum and not as a separate curriculum.



	Art
	Artstrands (Waveland Press, 1982) A program of individualized art instruction.

Art Connections (Good Year Books, 1995) art production, art history, art criticism and asthetics

1. Recognizing and appreciating the creative nature that God instills in us and others.

2. An implementation of the concepts learned and used from previous art instruction.

3. Art appreciation developed by studying a variety of artists and their styles.

4. Projects are designed for success at any level of ability.

Forty minutes, once a week for all students.



	Music
	Seventh and 8th grade students have the opportunity to participate in advanced band.  We study the Essential Elements, 2000  book 2.  Band is taught 40 minutes, three times a week.

All 7/8th grade students are involved in choir where we study music reading skills using the Kodaly and solfeg systems.  In alternate years we focus more on music reading skills or vocal technique.  Choir is taught 40 minutes, once a week.



	Physical Education
	40 minutes, two times a week.
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