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Principal’s Talk

By Mr. James Rozendal

Many of you may have seen excerpts of Governor Mitch Daniel’s State of the State address given on Tuesday, January 11.  Much of his 30-minute speech dealt with the state of education in Indiana.  One of the concepts that he discussed was to allow tax vouchers for lower income families to allow them to send their children to the school of their choice.  John Elcesser is the executive director of the Indiana Non-Public Educator’s Association, an organization made up of 12 different non-public organizations in Indiana overseeing 96,000 students in over 415 schools.  Christian Schools International is one of the 12 groups.

In a webinar that I was recently apart of, Mr. Elcesser said the topic of school choice in Indiana was at a critical point.  He described the opportunity for non-public schools as a “Perfect Storm.”  “We have a governor and superintendent of public instruction that strongly believe in school choice to improve the education of the young people of Indiana.   The majority in both of the legislative houses also seem to support that concept.”  The eyes of the nation will be watching what the state will be doing on the topic.   INPEA has worked to get a contact person in each of the non-public schools in the state so that when school choice legislature is being discussed, word will be given to the families in the schools so that they will be able to make an informed decision and contact their representatives if they desire to.  I am DeMotte Christian School’s representative and will pass on information as it becomes available through e-mail, Facebook, and the weekly newsletter.

There may be a lot of important decisions made in the state of Indiana during the next four or five months in regards to education.  Its important that we follow the discussion and make informed decisions.  If you have questions about what is being discussed, please feel free to contact me or contact your state representatives.

Memorial Gifts

[image: image2.wmf]The DMC School Board gratefully acknowledges the Memorial Gift of love in memory of the following loved ones given to DMC recently.

· James Kingma

· Arthur Belstra

· Henrietta Kingma

· Devin Dorn

· Don Walstra

· Jenny Stravers

From the President 

By Mr. Randy Peterson

As I sit down to write this article, I look back on 2010 and see how God has richly blessed this school in spite of difficult financial times: enrollment has increased, the school continues to improve itself in various aspects, and our children continue to grow.  2010 has come and gone so now I look forward to 2011 as a new year to watch and see how God will grow His school.  

Our mission statement describes DMC as an “extension of the Christian home, helps Christian parents train each child to be responsible and unique under the Lordship of Jesus Christ within the family of God.”  With all due humbleness, I believe we do this quite well.  Our children get the awesome opportunity to be taught mathematics, grammar, science, art and music  from a point of view that these are laws and truths of God’s creation.  Wouldn’t it be great to be able to teach more children from this point of view?  Our State government recognizes the benefits of private schools, but do we?  As Mr. Rozendal described, the State is seriously considering legislation to help families send their children to a private school.  I pray that this opens the doors to allow families to come to our school.  I don’t think anyone would discourage a higher enrollment at the school.  

Therefore, I would challenge all parents and society members to continue to spread the word about DMC and how great a school it is.  Encourage parents to take a step of faith and ask God for provisions to be able to send their children to the school.  Encourage our Senators and Representatives to vote in favor of a private school friendly legislation.   I don’t think our community realizes what a gem we have here at DeMotte Christian.  Let’s all do our part – whether it be big or small – to realize the potential of DeMotte Christian School.  If we take that step of faith to better our school, God will honor that step and do His part in realizing DMC’s potential.  

From the Education Committee

By Mr. Kevin Porte


We are already half way through the 2010-2011 school year!  Our new full day Kindergarten class has been working out very well.  They have even started to learn Spanish from Mrs. Nanninga in the afternoon.  Don’t worry, morning only class, Mrs. Walstra and Mrs. Zylstra are doing a little Spanish teaching of their own!


After careful study we have decided to begin the process to obtain Freeway Accreditation from the State of Indiana.  There will be some changes such as taking the ISTEP tests and filing reports with the State of Indiana, but the pro’s far outweigh the con’s.  We believe this is a good step in becoming a better school.


Look for an upcoming change in the Attendance and Absentee Policy for students in next year’s handbook.  The current policy is being changed to make is easier to understand and to be more fairly applied.


We will again be using the Discover Center program developed by Elim Christian School which includes services for elementary and middle school students needing additional help.

From the Public Relations Committee

By Mr. Tony T. Bos

In the coming months, March thru June, DMC will be advertising on the KV Post internet site.  Last year we advertised on Shine FM.  So we are excited to be able to compare the results of the money spent!  Please take some time and visit the sight and let us know your thoughts.  For Christian Education week, April 25 through May 1, DeMotte Christian is making a power point presentation that will be available to be shown in our supporting churches.  Watch for that on May 1!

Lara Herrema started a Facebook page this year for DMCS.  Parents and staff can see upcoming events and other news.  Hopefully everyone takes advantage of this and make some “post”.  Spread the word to friends, family, alumni, and new families.  It is great advertising!   

With that said I want to encourage everyone out there to talk about our school, get our name out there, and tell everyone what a great community we have here.  The best advertisement for anything is word of mouth.  It is also the most economical!  

In the last “Eagle’s Nest” I talked about the issue of having conversations with potential parents who have considered DMC an option, and that someone from the school could have a follow-up conversation with them.  At this point, no names have been given to our committee.  I know those people are out there so let’s work together and pass us those names.  We would love to meet our goal next year of growing our student population by 5%.  The committee members are Tammy DeVries, Jen VanBaren, Scott Holmes, Cindy Tillema, Tony Bos, and Jim Rozendal.

From the Transportation Committee

By Mr. John Heerema


The Transportation Committee would like to thank Pastor Rick Vanderwal and Jon Huisman for driving our bus route the last 2 months.  We continue to wish Sally Hamstra a speedy recovery after a fall in October.


After much discussion in our meetings, it was determined that at this time DeMotte Christian School will not be offering a bus route service starting next school year.


We ask for your prayers as our buses are on the roads during these winter conditions.  Snow, ice and very cold temperatures can make driving treacherous.  Please keep our drivers and students in mind.

DMC Geography Bee

Can anyone give the answer to the name of the lake that includes Split Rock Lighthouse, a historic site located on the northernmost of the Great Lakes? The answer is Lake Superior.
          On Tuesday, January 6, the students of DeMotte Christian School tried to answer questions like this. They were competing to become the winning student of the school’s annual National Geography Bee.  The National Geography Bee is a nationwide contest for schools in the United States that are designed to test a student’s knowledge of geography.
         The winner of the school’s contest would try to qualify for the state and even the national competition.  This year, DeMotte Christian School would like to congratulate all participants, but special recognition goes to 7th grader Alyssa Hoffman.  She will take a written test to qualify for the state competition in the spring.
From the Building and Grounds Committee

By Mr. Marvin Toppen

As the students have recently begun the second half of the school year in the cold of winter, the Building & Grounds Committee is already planning for next summer and the projects we will be working on.  The goal for this summer is re-carpeting and painting four classrooms and painting the remainder of the Junior High hallway.  It has also been proposed to paint two additional rooms and replace the cabinets in the science room.

This committee has spent a great deal of time evaluating further needs to the exterior and interior of the school.  We have created a list of projects that we also feel are needed.  This list of projects has been submitted to the Finance Committee for further review as to the availability of funds to complete the projects. It is the goal of the Building and Grounds Committee to help enhance our school building and hopes to see these projects completed in the next couple of years.

From the Finance Committee

By Mr. Steve Pribyl

As we pass into yet another calendar year, God continues to watch over and bless DeMotte Christian School and the Finance Committee as we work toward managing God’s resources.  Yet, we know that now is not the time to rest.  We ask God for his continued blessings and Society for its prayers as we work toward completing the annual budget for the next academic year.  This year, the goal of the Finance Committee is to provide funding to enable our school to not only maintain but also improve the services and opportunities available to our students and teachers while, at the same time, maintaining consistent tuition levels.  Please remember to attend the Society meeting this March to review and address any questions or concerns you may have regarding the budget.

One way to ensure we are able to reach our budget goals is to have another successful Sharing the Promise campaign.  Currently, we have raised approximately $25,000.00.  Although we are slightly behind last year’s pledge campaign, we believe we can reach our goal of $50,000.00.  This is the last year for our matching donor who has generously agreed to match, dollar-for-dollar, up to $50,000.00.  Thus, we are asking for everyone’s prayers and financial commitment to this campaign.

With Society’s generous donations and the dedication of all of our families to DeMotte Christian, our school remains financially strong.  For the upcoming semester, we were able to fund a Spanish teacher for the kindergarten class and provide additional funding for our Public Relations committee.

We ask God for His guidance and knowledge to be with the Finance Committee and each of our families as we move forward in another semester assisting those struggling with the cost of tuition, managing God’s resources, and formulating a budget for the 2011-2012 academic year.

Staff Highlights
Twenty years ago our family followed the Lord’s leading and moved to DeMotte from Kalamazoo, Michigan.  I (Mrs. Donna DeKryger) had previously taught lower elementary for 9 years, but was taking a break from teaching to raise 3 small children.  

My husband, Malcolm and I enrolled our oldest in Kindergarten at DMC, and at the same time I was offered a part-time job teaching preschool.  Little did we know that DMC would play such a big role in the lives of our family!   Our children all graduated from DMC, and I continued to teach Preschool for 10 years (during the Gymfit and Calvary days).  

In 2002, I became the Title I teacher, and in the capacity began a one on one 1st grade reading support program.  This position has evolved and expanded over the years, and is now the Discovery Program, which, between Phyllis Huisman and myself, serves the learning needs of approximately 50 students K-8 in both Math and Reading.  

What  a joy and a blessing it is to work at DMC!  Every day I get to combine four of my favorite things:  love for children, love of teaching, lover of reading and language, and love for the Lord.  I am so thankful to God for this priviledge!  
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Don't Forget Our On-going Projects …

· Campbell's Labels for Education:  A collection box is located in the front foyer of DMC.  Points are used to purchase items for the classrooms (
· Box Tops for Education:  We receive 10 cents for every ‘Box Tops for Education’ label collected! 
· Original Printer and Laser Cartridge Recycle Program: Bring these items in to the front foyer of school and deposit in the collection box!  
· “Our Family” Tysen’s Labels:  Clip the UPC symbol from any Tysen’s “Our Family” product and DMC receives .05 each!  
· Target “Take Charge of Education” REDcard:  Use your Target REDcard for purchases and Target will send DMC an annual check.  Lifetime useage has netted DMC over $5,442.92!  Visit target.com for details.  
· Meijer Community Rewards: Anyone can join!  Just visit www.Meijer.com/rewards to sign up.  DMC’s code is:  681054.  We can receive up to 4% of your purchase. 
· Drink Pouch Brigade:  Bring your empty, flattened, straw-less pouches to the collection box in the foyer.  We will send them to the TerraCycle Co. where they will make new products from old trash!
· Don't forget our ongoing Market Day and SCRIP programs!  For more information, contact the office at 987-3721.
· The 2011 Golden Opportunities  and 2011 Entertainment Books are available in the office.  
· Join Office Depot's 5% Back to Schools Program and 5% of your purchase will be credited to DMC for FREE SUPPLIES.  DMC's 5% Back to Schools Program ID Number is 70035754.  We have already received free supplies thanks to many of you taking advantage of this program!
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Late Winter 2011 Sports Schedule

8 Girls Basketball

Monday, January 24:
vs. Crown Point

4:15pm

Thursday, January 27:
at Highland Christian 
4:15pm
Tuesday, February 1:
at Lansing Christian
4:15pm

Thursday, February 3:
vs. Kankakee Valley
5:00pm

Tuesday, February 8:
at Crown Point Christian
5:00pm

Thursday, February 10:
at Kankakee Valley
4:00pm

Tuesday, February 15:
vs. Oak Lawn

4:15pm

Wednesday, February 23:
Round 1 Illiana Tourney
  TBD

Friday, February 25:
Round 2 Illiana Tourney
  TBD

Saturday, February 26:
Finals – Illiana Tourney
  TBD

8 Boys Basketball

Monday, January 24:
vs. Crown Point

5:15pm

Thursday, January 27:
at Highland Christian 
5:15pm
Tuesday, February 1:
at Lansing Christian
5:15pm

Tuesday, February 8:
at Crown Point Christian
6:00pm

Tuesday, February 15:
vs. Oak Lawn

5:15pm

Wednesday, February 23:
Round 1 Illiana Tourney
  TBD

Friday, February 25:
Round 2 Illiana Tourney
  TBD

Saturday, February 26:
Finals – Illiana Tourney
  TBD


7 Girls Basketball

Thursday, February 3:
vs. Kankakee Valley
4:00pm

6 Girls Basketball

Tuesday, January 25:
vs. Crown Point Christian
4:15pm

Thursday, January 27:
vs. Highland Christian
4:15pm
Saturday, January 29:
Tournament

  TBD

Tuesday, February 1:
vs. Lansing Christian
4:15pm

Tuesday, February 8:
at Crown Point Christian
4:00pm





Upcoming Dates To Remember:
January 31:
Athletic Sponsored Chicken Dinner:5-7pm

February 1:
School Board Meeting – 7:30pm

February 2:
Tabernacle Project Walk Through

February 9:
Market Day Pick Up from 6:00-7:00pm

February 17:
Science / History Fair from 7:00-8:00pm

February 21:
No School

February 28-March 4:
ITBS Testing

March 2:
School Board Meeting – 7:30pm

March 8:
Annual Society Meeting – 7:00pm

March 9:
Market Day Pick Up from 6:00-7:00pm

March 10:
End of 3rd Quarter

March 11:
No School – Teacher Records Day

March 15:
Illiana Band Fest

March 17:
Parent/Teacher Conferences

March 21-25:
Spring Break

April 5:

School Board Meeting – 7:30pm

April 13:
Market Day Pick Up from 6:00-7:00pm

April 15:
Elementary Program – 7:00pm

April 25-May 1:Christian Education Week

April 26/27:
CE Week Open House – 8:15-11:15am

April 22:
No School (Possible Make Up Day)

April 26:
DMCA Spring Dinner:  5-7pm

April 29:
Kindergarten Round Up at 8:15am

May 3:

School Board Meeting – 7:30pm

May 11:
Market Day Pick Up from 6:00-7:00pm

May 12:
Band/Choir Concert – 7:00pm

May 13:
Pre-school Farewell – 7:00pm

May 17:
8th Grade Banquet – 6:30pm

May 18:
7th Grade Field Trip to Indianapolis

May 20:
Awards Assembly and Chapel

May 20:
PS Last Day of School

May 20:
Kindergarten Program – 6:30pm

May 25:
8th Grade to Great America

May 26:
Field Day

May 27:
Last Day of School (K-8)

May 27:
8th Grade Graduation – 7:00pm

May 31:
Teacher In-Service

May 31-June 4:
7/8 Grade Class Trip to Washington DC

June 2:

Report Card Pick Up

June 7:

School Board Meeting –  7:30pm

June 8:

Market Day Pick Up from 6:00-7:00pm

June 25:
20th Annual Foundation Golf Outing
Alyssa Hoffman wins DMC’s Geography Bee on Thursday, January 6.


CONGRATS!





THE EAGLE’S NEST								           WINTER 2011





Third grade Omnibus students


 (Erica, Grace, Sara, Hope, Will, Cade and Curtis) learn how to play “Mancala”, a game from Africa!
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