Attachment A

DeMotte Christian School’s Mission Statement, Basis, Basic Principals, Purpose, and Educational Philosophy

Mission Statement:   


DeMotte Christian School, as an extension of the Christian home, helps Christian parents train each child to be responsible and unique under the Lordship of Jesus Christ within the family of God.

The school enables every child to accept deliberately and joyfully these special responsibilities by using all their God-given talents and gifts for God’s glory.  The school further enables every child to demonstrate concern for the well-being of their fellow man, themselves, and all of God’s creation.

Basis:

  The basis of DeMotte Christian School, Inc., is the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, the infallible Word of God, as interpreted in Reformed creedal standards, namely, the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, the Canons of the Synod of Dordt, and/or the Westminster Confession [hereinafter “the historic Reformed confessions”].  In accordance with those confessions, we hold unreservedly to the sovereignty of God, revealed in creation {Romans 1:20} and in the Lordship of Jesus Christ over the world and thus over every sphere of human activity, we submit unconditionally to the authority of Holy Scripture, thereby recognizing Scripture alone to be the supreme and final standard for Christian education and all other matters of faith and life.  The Corporation is not an ecclesiastical body nor is it subject to any ecclesiastical organization. The government of DeMotte Christian School is autonomous. It is based upon the threefold office of the believer: Prophet, Priest, and King.   

Basic Principals:

  This organization is committed to the following basic principles for Christian education:  
(1) God - There is only one God, eternally existent in three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. (Gal. 4:46). 

(2) Man - God created man in His own image, without sin, and capable of perfect obedience. (Genesis 1:27)   

(3) The Bible - God by His Holy Word reveals Himself to man, renews man’s understanding of God, himself, his fellowmen, and the world.  He directs man in all his relationships and activities, and therefore guides His people also in the education of their children. The Bible is the only infallible, inspired, and authoritative Word of God. The Holy Spirit is our Teacher who instructs us in the meaning and application of the Word of God from the Word itself.  His regenerating and illuminating work is necessary to a saving understanding of His Word and a growing in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (II Tim. 3:14-16; John 14:26). 

(4) Creation - God created the universe and its parts perfectly out of nothing, by means of His sovereign verbal directive (Heb. 11:3).  In their education, children must come to learn that the world and man’s calling in it can rightly be understood only in their relation to the Triune God  who, by His creation, restoration, and governance, directs all things to the coming of His Kingdom and the glorification of His name.  

(5) Sin - Adam and Eve’s disobedience to God brought sin into the world (Romans 5:12-19). Man thus alienated himself from God, his neighbor, and the world, causing all people to be sinners. Since man’s sin brought upon all of creation the curse of God, sin alienates all of creation from its Creator.  It distorts man’s view of the true meaning and purpose of life, and misdirects human culture. Sin also corrupts the education of children. 

(6) Jesus Christ - Jesus Christ is the only Savior of sinners and the only way to the Father in that Christ died as a substitute for sinners and was raised from the dead so that man could be reconciled to God (II Cor. 5:21; Romans 5: 8-10). Through our Savior Jesus Christ, there is renewal of our educational enterprise because He is the Redeemer of, and the Light and the Way for, our human life in all its range and variety. Only through Him and the work of His Spirit are we guided in the truth and recommitted to our original calling. 

 (7) Salvation - Eternal life is a gift of God received personally through faith alone in Jesus Christ and that eternal life is neither deserved by anyone nor can it be earned by good deeds  (Romans 5:1-2).  

(8) Schools - The purpose of the Christian school is to educate children for a life of obedience to their calling in this world as image-bearers of God. This calling is to know God’s Word and His creation, to consecrate the whole of human life to God, to love their fellowman, and to be stewards in their God-given cultural task. 

(9) Parents  - The primary responsibility for education rests upon parents to whom children are entrusted by God.  Christian parents should accept this obligation to bring up their children in  the “nurture and admonition of the Lord”[Eph. 6:4] in view of the covenant relationship which God established with believers and their children. Parents should seek to fulfill this obligation through Christian School Associations and school boards which engage the services of Christian teachers in Christian schools.  

(10) Teachers  - Christian teachers, both in obedience to God and in cooperation with parents, have a unique pedagogical responsibility while educating children in school.   II Corinthians 10:5 

(11) Students - Christian schools must take into account the variety of abilities, needs, and responsibilities of young persons. The endowments and calling of young people as God’s image-bearers, and their defects and inadequacies as sinners, require that learning goals and curricula will be selected as will best prepare them to live as obedient Christians.  Only with constant attention to such pedagogical concerns will education be truly Christian.  Proverbs 22:6  

(12) Community - God’s covenant embraces not only parents and their children but also the whole Christian community to which they belong.  Because Christian education contributes directly to the advancement of God’s Kingdom, it is the obligation of Christian parents and the entire Christian community to establish and maintain Christian school; and to pray for, work for, and give generously to their support.  

(13) Educational Freedom - Christian schools, organized and administered in accordance with legitimate standards and provisions for day schools, should be fully recognized in society as free to function according to their principles.   

Purpose:  

Section 3.01.  DeMotte Christian School, Inc. shall have as its primary purpose the establishment, operation, and promotion of a school to educate students in such a way that each student will become a useful and creative citizen of Christ’s Kingdom and of the student’s community, state and nation, with the desire and ability to apply the student’s Christian commitment and principles to all of life’s situations. This purpose is founded upon the principles and beliefs contained in Article II above. 

Section 3.02.  To foster the Purposes contained in the Articles of Incorporation and these Bylaws, the Corporation shall remain a member of Christian Schools International.
Section 3.03.  Said Corporation is organized exclusively for educational purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue Law). 
Section 3.04.  No part of the net earnings of the Corporation shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its Members, Officers, or other private persons, except that the Corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in these Articles of Incorporation. No substantial part of the activities of the Corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the Corporation shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office. 

Educational Philosophy:

 (1) God reveals Himself to man in His Word, the Bible. This Word gives man an understanding of God, of himself, of fellow human beings, and of creation itself. This Word serves as the guide for all of man’s relationships and activities. 

(2) God created man in His own image as the crown of creation and made a covenant with man  to be a steward of that creation.

(3) Man disobeyed God and rejected his responsibility in that covenant. Because of this, sin entered the world, alienating man from God, the creation, and his fellow man, and the world became distorted. 

(4) Jesus, the “Word made flesh”, was sent by God the Father to redeem His people from sin. Through Christ and by the work of His Spirit, man and creation are renewed and man may again covenant with God to fulfill his original calling and mandate.

(5) God gives parents the privilege and responsibility of teaching their children the covenant relationship which God made with believers and their children. They must do this in the light of revealed truth. 

(6) Man has discovered and learned about himself and the universe. However, true knowledge can be possible only in the light of God’s revealed truth, the Bible. Man’s knowledge of God, himself, and the universe becomes meaningful through the work of the Holy Spirit. 

(7) Education for the Christian becomes whole and meaningful when it is based on the Bible. Upon understanding the proper relationships between God, man, and creation, it is possible to teach that all of life must be consecrated to God, to the service of fellow man, and to being stewards of God’s creation in fulfilling the cultural mandate.

(8) Christian parents are primarily the ones responsible to educate their children. To fulfill this responsibility, parents establish Christian schools where Christian teachers, who stand in loco parentis, educate their children. These Christian teachers must be committed to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. This commitment must be reflected in their personal dealings with each other and with their pupils and in their ability to apply these Christian principles to their respective teaching areas. These teachers must be well trained in their respective fields, since each pupil must be given the necessary tools with which to carry out his or her task. 

(9) Christian schools organized and administered according to legal standards and provisions of the state should be fully recognized in society as free to function according to these principles. 
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